The whole meaning of life lies in exploring things we don’t know yet and in constantly increasing more knowledge.
乐余高级中学 张颖
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Teaching objectives:
By the end of the class, students will be able to:
1. summarize the structure of the two historical articles;
2. analyze the detailed information of the the two historical articles;
3. interpret(领会) the two explorers’ success from the external and internal factors;
4. learn the spirit of exploration after learning these two passages.
Most of all, students should master the reading skills.

Teaching procedures:
Step1: Predicting
Step2: Skimming for the structure
Read the first passage quickly and find out the topic sentence of each paragraph.
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Step3: Scanning for the details
Task 1: Read para.1 and answer the questions.
1.Why does the author say it was “a splendid scene”?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
2.What demonstrates(说明) the advanced technology and special skills used in constructing ships?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Task 2: Read para.1 and para.2 and finish the relevant(相关的) events of Zheng He’s voyage.
                 1405               1433


1405_______________________________________________________________________
1405-1433 __________________________________________________________________
Task 3: Read para.2 and find the qualities in Zheng He. (use adjectives)
Task 4: Read para.3&4 and complete the following exercises.
1. What are the impacts of Zheng He’s voyages?
Zheng He’s efforts helped develop and ___________ (strong) harmonious relations with these                countries and regions, ___________ (expose) foreign people to Chinese culture, and ___________ (allow) the Chinese to better ___________ (understand) overseas lands.

2. What was some historians’ original attitude towards the records of Zheng He’s voyages?
A. Convinced.          B. Objective.	       C. Skeptical.  	      D. Optimistic.
Step4: Application
Apply the reading skills to finish the tasks.
Task 1: Summarize the structure (no more than six words in each part)

Part 1:  ______________________________________________________________
Part 2:  ______________________________________________________________
Part 3:  ______________________________________________________________

Task 2: Find the right order
(     ) What is the right order of Christopher Columbus’s events?
a. He departed from Spain.
b. He was born in a port city of Italy.
c. He found more land over the course of his three subsequent voyages.
d. He reached the shores of the Caribbean.
A. dcba                 B. badc	            C. cdab  	        D. bcad

Task 3: Fill in the blanks --- What are the impacts of Christopher Columbus’s voyages?
(1) d__________ the New World
(2) i__________ explorers to e__________ and discover more vast areas of the world
(3) o__________ a new chapter of the Age of Exploration

Task 4: Analyze the qualities
What qualities does Christopher Columbus have?

Step5: Further thinking
What factors made the voyages of Zheng He and Columbus so successful? Use the information in the article to support your opinion.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Deep thinking
An explorer is the one who _______________________________________________________.
An explorer is the one who _______________________________________________________.
An explorer is the one who _______________________________________________________.
......

Step6: Summary



Assessment
	Items for reflection
Have I been able to：
	Agree
	partly agree
	disagree

	summarize the structure of historical articles?
	
	
	

	analyze the detailed information of these two passages?
	
	
	

	interpret the two explorers’ success from the external and internal factors?
	
	
	

	learn the spirit of exploration from the passages?
	
	
	

	master the reading skills for historical articles?
	
	
	



Homework
James Cook
James Cook was a great English navigator and Pacific Ocean expedition leader. He had not only an outstanding ability in navigation and exploration, but also a real concern for sailor’s health. He carried out compulsory dietary reforms that were copied by many other ship captains. He had led three great Pacific voyages during his life.
In his first Pacific voyage in 1769, James Cook rounded Cape Horn, then spent six months charting New Zealand, and finally explored and claimed possession of eastern Australia. In 1772, Captain Cook set sail to look for a “theorized great southern continent”. Although they could not manage to reach the Antarctic owing to the ice, he predicted that if it did exist, it would have to be a wasteland. In 1776, Captain Cook started his third Pacific voyage, searching for the Northwest Passage from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean. Unfortunately, he was killed in a dispute with Hawaiian natives and his men’s attempt at the Northwest Passage was unsuccessful.
However, this voyage is still recognized as especially significant in the history of the discovery of the west coast of North America.

Requirements:
1.Read the passage of James Cook carefully.
2.Try to employ the reading skills that you’ve learned today to complete the tasks.
Task 1: Summarize the structure of the passage.
Task 2: Try to draw the timeline.
Task 3: Analyze the qualities of James Cook.
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